
 
 
  

Living Our Mission Statement – Pittsfield’s Mission Statement is powerful in its simplicity:   
Achievement for All in a Safe, Nurturing Setting 

 

Pittsfield Elementary 

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 5  

SAVE THE DATE!!! 
View the Pittsfield Press Online: 

http://www.a2schools.org/domain/1287

 

Hello Pittsfield Parents! 
 

There are a few fun items to highlight this month. First a big thank-you to 
Kerri Mose for a terrific Fall Fest! The kids had a great time, so thank to 
you and all the volunteer parents who helped!  Our first Family Movie 
Night is TONIGHT!  See details later in the newsletter. 
 

The fall catalog sale just ended and hopefully you purchased some great 
items for the holiday season.  We surpassed our goal and that is all thanks 
to our amazing families.  
 

Starting this week PTO Thrift Shop raffle tickets will be available for 
purchase!  If you would like to SELL some of these tickets please reach 
out to the PTO board members.  If you would like to BUY tickets please 
visit the office.  
 

The tickets can be sold to anyone - grandparents, neighbors, friends, 
strangers you find at the store..... well maybe not the last one, but 
whatever works! 
 

The best thing about this raffle is that the Pittsfield PTO will receive 50% 
of our ticket sales. AWESOME!  The raffle prizes are as follows: 

 1st Prize:   2yr 12,000 mi/yr lease 2016 Lincoln MKZ Hybrid from 
Sesi Lincoln of Ann Arbor! 

 2nd Prize:  $5000!   
 3rd Prize:  $1000! 

 

Tickets are $10 each or $40 for a book of 5.  You can pay cash or make a 
check out to the Pittsfield PTO.  The deadline for purchase is December 
30th. 
 

So many fun things are happening at Pittsfield I encourage you to come to 
the next PTO meeting!  Have a wonderful & safe Thanksgiving Break! 

 

Lindsey Wolfe, Co-President Pittsfield PTO 
 

November 16 – Picture Retake 

Day  

November 23 – Report Cards go 

Home with Students 

November 25-27 – Thanksgiving 

Holiday – NO School 

December 7-8 – Hearing and 

Vision Screening 

December 8 – PTO Meeting at 6 

PM  

December 18 – Winter Breaks 

begins at end of day  

December 19 – January 1 – 

Winter Break 

January 4, 2015 – School 

Resumes 
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NOTE:  Please be sure to not have strings attached to 

children’s hood-wear as these can be choking hazards IF 
caught on playground equipment.  Similarly, we will ask 

for students not to wear lanyards of any kind 

(including break away) when they go out to the 
playground; lanyards can pose the same choking hazard.  
Thank you for heeding this safety matter. 
 
Thankful - I would like to thank all of the students, 
parents, families and staff who help make Pittsfield 
Elementary such a special place to live and learn. We 
appreciate your continued support, and we welcome 
your comments and suggestions about any aspect of our 
school’s operation. 
 
Enjoy the fall colors of Michigan. 

Principal Carol Shakarian 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

See the Panera Flyer toward the back  
of this flyer.  Tear it off and bring 

 it with you to Restaurant  
Night on November 17th! 

Penguin Points… Messages from Principal Carol 
Shakarian November 2015 
 
Living Our Mission Statement – Pittsfield’s Mission 
Statement is powerful in its simplicity:  Achievement For 
All in a Safe, Nurturing Setting.  Caring Is The Key! 
 
Elementary Reports – First of the Year – Coming Home on 
Monday November 23rd – The first of three elementary 
report cards will come home with your child on Monday, 
November 23rd.  Be sure to look for this envelope.  Other 
information such as fall NWEA Map scores and an 
explanation letter will also be enclosed (all but 
Kindergarten took the NWEA this past fall).   
 
To help you decipher the report card: 

In the elementary report, B-Beginning, D-
Developing, and S-Secure are marks that reflect 
progress.  Children learn at a different pace; when 
a student masters an outcome, it will be marked S-
Secure.  Students are expected to master the grade 
level outcomes by the end of the year.  Notice there 
are shaded boxes that indicate the time of year the 
outcome will be assessed. 

 
Preparedness Drills – We continue to practice for 
emergency situations in order to promote our safety.  To 
date we have held 3 fire drills and one Lock Down / 
Evacuation Drill. We follow the ALICE protocol – ALERT, 
LOCK DOWN, INFORM, COUNTER, EVACUATE.  Ultimately 
this means that staff are told they may:  listen for the 
emerging situation, get students to a secure area OR 
evacuate, apply skills to distract, confuse or gain control, 
and evacuate.  To reiterate, these decisions are the 
responsibility of the adult in the area / room.  At the 
elementary level, we ask students to follow their teacher’s 
guidance in an emergency situation.   
 
Dressing for warmth as cooler weather approaches – We 
encourage parents to dress children in layers this fall-to-
winter season.  The temperatures are cooler than the 
norm, and to go out-of-doors during recess, we ask that 
each child is properly clothed.  This means: a coat, hat, 
gloves and when the weather gets snowy, snow pants and 
boots (to play in the snow).  Without snow pants and 
boots, we will ask students to stay on the blacktop.  And 
without head cover, a warm coat, and gloves, we may ask 
your child to stay indoors.  To be clear, however, children 
need to get out doors and play and we do our very best to 
provide them time to play out-of-doors each and every day. 
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Physical Education News 
 

Students are working hard in Physical Education.   They 
are continuing to work on movement and sport skills 
and well as learning about different components of 
fitness.  We had to say good bye to Derek Sievers as he 
moved onto to the high school but wanted to thank him 
for being such a wonderful student teacher in Physical 
Education.   Additionally, please remember students 
need to have proper athletic shoes for participation in 
Physical Education.    Follow Pittsfield PE on 
Twitter.....@PittsfieldPE. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

Little Free Library 
 

By now, you may have heard the exciting news that the 
Pittsfield PTO is installing a Little Free Library on the 
school grounds.  Depending on the timing of the 
newsletter, it may be up already.  The goal of this library 
is to promote literacy and the love of reading through 
improved access to free books for Pittsfield students 
and the members of our greater community.  The library 
will soon be a fixture on the sidewalk near the flagpole 
on the Richard Street side of the school.  Once the library 
is up, we will be looking for donations of used or new 
books - once you see the library, just start filling it up 
with books.  The general principle of the library is to 
leave a book and take a book, but people can also just 
leave OR take books.  The point of these libraries is that 
they are open to the public, and we hope you will all find 
an opportunity to interact with it in some way. 
 

This library WOULD NOT be possible without the 
generous time, materials, and labor contributions of 
Brian Brichta, Aaron Kraft, and their families.  A 
donation was also made by Stadium Hardware that will 
hopefully be used for a second library in the future.  The 
library will be decorated by the Pittsfield Art teachers 
with the help of some students.  This project is a shining 
example of how PTO works at Pittsfield.  Two short 
months ago, the idea of a free library was raised at our 
meeting.  A few parents stepped up and did a little bit of 
work, the teachers and students will chip in, and soon, 
we will have a beautiful treasure on our grounds.  We 
hope you enjoy this little library, and hope that you will 
join us at our next PTO meeting (free childcare always 
provided!) to be a part of our next exciting project, 
whatever it may be. 
 

Thanks! 
Jenn Carlson 
 
 
 

 

mailto:Twitter.....@PittsfieldPE
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FALL 2016 


